
28 | NewScientist | 12 October 2013

Snap decisions are prone to all sorts of bias. But that’s not the 
whole picture, thanks to the physics geek inside all of us, argues 
philosopher Michael Strevens
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For more opinion articles and to add your comments, visit newscientist.com/opinion
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™  The little scientist in your 
head takes care of the maths 
and hands you the answerî

We have an almost magical ability to understand 
the probability of things, like the way dice roll
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